Intraoperative considerations during minimal-access cardiac surgery.
The range of minimal-access cardiac surgery approaches has many implications in intraoperative management. A modified anesthetic regimen is required to deal with the type of surgical exposure, hemodynamic instability, whether cardiopulmonary bypass is used, and early extubation. Intraoperative considerations include hemodynamic monitoring, one-lung ventilation, pharmacological stabilization of the myocardium, pacing, hypothermia, bleeding, and rapid emergence with a minimum of postoperative mechanical ventilation. As a result, anesthetic methods and intraoperative management were modified to meet these specific needs of minimally invasive cardiac procedures.